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Fu Gao ⾼福
Member of Chinese Academy of Sciences, China

Professor George F. Gao obtained his PhD (DPhil) degree from Oxford University, UK and did his
postdoc work in both Oxford University and Harvard University (with a brief stay in Calgary
University). His research interests include enveloped viruses and molecular immunology. His
group research is mainly focusing on the enveloped virus entry and release, esp. influenza virus
interspecies transmission (host jump), structure-based drug-design and structural immunology.
He is also interested in virus ecology, esp. the relationship between influenza virus and
migratory birds or live poultry markets and the bat-derived virus ecology and molecular biology.
He has published more than 500 refereed papers (Including papers in Cell, Nature, Science, The
Lancet, New England Journal of Medicine, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences USA
etc.), 10 books or book chapters and holds more than 25 UK, US and Chinese patents. His
research has recently expanded on public health policy and global health strategy. He led the
China CDC team in 2014 (From September to November, when the disease went to its sky-high
level) to work in Sierra Leone for fighting against Ebola and his heroic role there has made a
great deal for the field work. He works hard now for establishing an Africa-based center for
pathogens and tropical diseases.

Gao is a member (academician) of Chinese Academy of Sciences (elected in 2013), a fellow of The
Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS, also known as The World Academy of Sciences) (elected
in 2014), a fellow of American Academy of Microbiology (AAM, elected in 2015); an associate
(foreign) member of EMBO (European Molecular Biology Organization) (elected in 2016), a fellow
of AAAS (American Association for the Advancement of Science) (elected in 2016), a fellow of RSE
(Royal Society of Edinburgh) (elected in 2017), a fellow of AAS (African Academy of Sciences)
(elected in 2017), a member (academician) of International Eurasian Academy of Sciences.
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Tony Mok 莫樹錦

Professor Tony S.K. Mok was trained at the University of Alberta, Canada and he subsequently
completed a fellowship in medical oncology at the Princess Margaret Hospital in Toronto. After
working as a community oncologist in Toronto, Canada for seven years, he returned to Hong
Kong in 1996 to pursue an academic career.

Professor Mok is the Li Shu Fan Medical Foundation endowed Professor and Chairman of
Department of Clinical Oncology at The Chinese University of Hong Kong. His main research
interest focuses on biomarker and molecular targeted therapy in lung cancer. He was the
Principal Investigator and first author on the landmark IRESSA® Pan-Asia Study (IPASS), which
was the first study that confirmed the application of precision medicine for advanced lung
cancer. He has also led and co-led multiple international phase III studies including the FASTACT
2, PROFILE 1014, IMPRESS, ARCHER 1050, ALEX, AURA 3 and KEYNOTE 042. These projects
address various aspects on management of advanced lung cancer, and basically have defined
the current practice. He dedicates his work on precision medicine for lung cancer by also
engaging in clinical research on oncogene driven lung cancer and immunotherapy. His work has
been adopted by multiple international guidelines including NCCN, AMP/IASLC/CAP, ASCO and
ESMO. He also contributes to the development of clinical research infra-structure in China and
Asia. He cofounded the Lung Cancer Research Group, Chinese Thoracic Oncology Research
Group and Asia Thoracic Oncology Research Group.

Professor Mok has contributed to over 308 articles in international peer-reviewed journals,
including the New England Journal of Medicine, Science, Lancet, Nature Medicine and Journal of
Clinical Oncology, and published multiple editorials and textbooks. He served as an Associate
Editor for thoracic oncology for the Journal of Clinical Oncology and other international journals.
He is the Past President, Past Treasurer of the International Association for the Study of Lung
Cancer (IASLC) and Past Board of Director for ASCO. He is a member of the Board of Directors for
ACTG-Sanomics Group, AstraZeneca, Aurora Tele-Oncology, HutchMed (China) and St. Stephen’s
College & Preparatory School. He is active in international education activity and has made
significant contributions to AACR, ASCO, CSCO and ESMO. His work was recognized by numerous
awards including Bonnie Addario Award in 2015, Fellowship of the American Society of Clinical
Oncology (FASCO) in 2017, Paul 2020, Jr Scientific Award in 2017, National Science and
Technology Progress Award in 2017, CSCO Annual Achievement Award in 2017, ESMO Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2018, The 6th Kobayashi Foundation Award, Giant of Cancer Care 2020
and SingTao Hong Kong Leader of the Year 2020 Award. His recent article in the New England
Journal of Medicine has been selected as one of the most “Notable Articles in 2017”. He is one of
the “Highly Cited Researchers” by Clarivate Analytics for four consecutive years from 2018 to
2022. He was awarded with the Bronze Bauhinia Star (BBS) by the Government of Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region in 2022 to recognize his dedicated service in public affairs.

Chairman, Department of Clinical Oncology, 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Fan Ngai Hung 孔繁毅
Ru Chien & Helen Lieh Professorship in Health Sciences
Pedagogy, HKUMed

Professor Ivan Fan Ngai HUNG is currently Chair of Infectious Diseases, Ru Chien and Helen
Lieh Endowed Professor in Health Sciences Pedagogy, Professor of Medicine and Assistant
Dean (Admissions), Chief of the Division of Infectious Diseases, Department of Medicine, LKS
Faculty of Medicine, The University of Hong Kong, and Honorary Consultant in Queen Mary
Hospital, Hong Kong. He is also Clinical Professor and Chief-of-Service of the Department of
Infectious Diseases and Clinical Microbiology at the HKU-Shenzhen Hospital.

Professor Hung is a dual specialist in Infectious Disease and Gastroenterology & Hepatology.
He obtained his medical degree from the University of Bristol Medical School, England in 1996.
After working in the University of Cambridge Medical School and Charing Cross Hospital,
London, he returned to Hong Kong in 1999 and joined the Department of Medicine, Queen
Mary Hospital. He was awarded the Anti-SARS gold badge award by the Hospital Authority in
2003 for his role in combating SARS as frontline medical officer. He received the Sir Patrick
Manson Gold Medal award for best M.D. thesis. He was awarded the Richard Yu Lectureship
and medal in 2016 by the Hong Kong College of Physicians. He was awarded the prestigious
Outstanding Researcher Award from the University of Hong Kong in 2019. He is the Fellow of
Royal Colleges of Physicians of London and Edinburgh, and fellow of the Infectious Disease
Society of America and Advisory Board Member of the Universal Scientific Education &
Research Network (USERN). Professor Hung has published more than 340 international peer
reviewed original articles, including research articles in the Lancet, Nature, the Lancet
Infectious Diseases and the Clinical Infectious Diseases. His research interest includes
influenza, SARS-CoV-2 and other respiratory virus antiviral treatment andvaccinology. He has
pioneered the use of the triple combination of interferon beta-1b, lopinavir/ ritonavirand
ribavirin in the treatment of hospitalized COVID-19 patients, resulting in significantly faster
clinical alleviation and viral load suppression. He and his team also pioneered the application
of topical imiquimod before intradermal influenza vaccination, which results in protection
against heterologous non-vaccine and antigenically drifted viruses. He was also the first to
prove convalescent plasma and H-IVIG reduced mortality in patients with severe influenza
infection in prospective clinical trials. He is ranked as HKU Scholars in the world top 1% in
2013, 2018-2022 (H-index 63 with 20695 citations). He is the world-leading expert in the field of
antiviral and vaccinology for influenza and COVID-19 infection. He is currently the Editorial
Board member of the Vaccine and Diagnostics medical journals. As a clinician scientist,
Professor Hung believes in innovation, team-work and clinical application of translational
research in tackling threats from emerging infectious diseases.
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Principal investigator
The Institute of Microbiology Chinese Academy of Sciences

Bian Wu 吴边

A principal investigator at the Institute of Microbiology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Bian Wu is a recipient of the National
Outstanding Young Scientists Award and serves as the chief investigator for the National Key Research and Development
Program. He graduated with a degree in Pharmacy from Peking University in 2004 and earned his Ph.D. from the University
of Groningen in the Netherlands in 2010. His primary research focuses on the field of microbial enzyme catalysis. In recent
years, he has integrated protein computational design into enzyme engineering research. He has elucidated the detailed
mechanisms of several types of microbial enzymes in catalyzing carbon-nitrogen bond formation and applied them to the
precise synthesis and targeted modification of biomolecules through artificial modification. Wu Bian has published dozens
of papers in prestigious academic journals such as Nature Catalysis and Nature Chemical Biology. Based on this work, he
has developed a series of biosynthetic pathways for various chemicals, with several technologies like enzymatic peptide
assembly, β-amino acid biosynthesis, and the sequential fermentation of heterocyclic drug intermediates successfully
reaching industrial application. He has received multiple awards including the Hebei Province Science and Technology
Progress First Prize and the Outstanding Young Enzyme Engineer Award from the Chinese Society for Microbiology. He
currently serves as the director of the Enzyme Engineering Committee of the Chinese Society for Microbiology, and a
council member of the China Synthetic Biology committee.

Longchao Liu

From 2011 to 2016, Prof. Liu pursued a Ph.D. in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at the University of Chinese Academy of
Sciences. Prior to that, they obtained a Bachelor of Science degree in Biotechnology from Jilin University, completing their
undergraduate studies from 2007 to 2011.

Following his Ph.D., Prof. Liu embarked on post-doctoral fellow training at Dr. Yang-Xin Fu's Lab in UT Southwestern Medical
Center, located in Dallas, TX, USA. They dedicated their time to research and professional growth in this role from February
2017 to November 2022.
Currently, [Name] holds the position of Principal Investigator, Professor, and Ph.D. advisor at IMCAS since January 2023. Their
contributions and expertise are invaluable in advancing their field of study.

Throughout their academic journey, Prof. Liu has been recognized for their achievements. In 2018, they received the AAI
Trainee Poster Award from UT Southwestern Medical Center. Additionally, during their time at the University of Chinese
Academy of Sciences, they were honored as The Merit Students in 2015. Furthermore, they received The First Prize
Scholarship in 2011 and were recognized as The Excellent Student Cadre in the same year at Jilin University. In 2008, they
were acknowledged as Excellent Student and were awarded the National Scholarship at Jilin University.

Professor
Institute of Microbiology Chinese Academy of Sciences

https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_org&hl=en&org=10514335043098258821


Tien Lee
Chief Executive Officer
Aardvark Therapeutics

Dr. Lee has 20 years of experience as a biotechnology innovator and executive who has been integrally involved with the
founding or advancement of several biopharmaceutical companies. Since 2017, Dr Lee has been the founder/CEO of Aardvark
Therapeutics, Inc. Prior to this, Dr. Lee joined Nantkwest in 2014 and served as its Chief Strategy Officer until March, 2017. His
experience includes therapeutics for immunology, cardiovascular, oncology, neurology, and infectious disease indications. Dr.
Lee is also an inventor or co-inventor of multiple biomedical and biotechnology innovations, licensed or assigned to several
companies for development including Nantkwest, Simcere Pharmaceutical Group, Cellics Therapeutics, and Aardvark
Therapeutics. Dr. Lee earned his M.D. degree from UC San Diego and his B.A. degree from UC Berkeley in Molecular Biology
where he was also a Regents and Alumni Scholar. Dr. Lee received post-graduate training in Internal Medicine through UC Los
Angeles and Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at UC Irvine.

Assistant Professor
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Wai Lung Ng

Professor Ng’s research interests are chemical biology, drug discovery, and medicinal chemistry. The Ng lab uses chemical,
biological, and bioinformatics tools to develop novel small molecules for the treatment of various diseases, including
cancers, infectious and neurodegenerative diseases. He has co-authored more than 20 papers in prestigious journals such
as Science, Nature Chemical Biology, Molecular Cell, J. Am. Chem. Soc., Angew. Chem. Int. Ed., and ACS Central Science and
also serves as a reviewer for more than 20 journals including Science Translational Medicine, Nature Chemical Biology, and
Nature Communications. 

Professor Ng obtained his B.Sc. degree in Chemistry (1st Class Hons.) and Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry from the Chinese
University of Hong Kong (CUHK). During his graduate study, he was a Fulbright Scholar at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), under the generous funding supports from the Lee Hysan Foundation and the Fulbright Program. From
2014 – 2016, he joined the University of Oxford as a Croucher Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow. He was then recruited to
Harvard Medical School / Dana-Farber Cancer Institute as a research fellow from 2016 – 2019. He was honored as a Young
Global Leader (2022) by the World Economic Forum.





Yu Wai Chen 陳友維
Senior Research Fellow
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

YWC studied Chemistry and Biochemistry at the Imperial College London. He worked for a PhD at the MRC Centre for Protein
Engineering, Cambridge, UK under the supervision of Kim Henrick and Sir Alan Fersht, and completed in 1994. He did postdoc
with Gary Brayer (University of British Columbia); and subsequently John Collier (Harvard Medical School) from 1994 to 1997.
Next, he moved back to Cambridge, UK and joined the late Max Perutz as a research associate until 2003; then with David
Glover (Cambridge). He was a visiting professor of the Institute of Microbiology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 2005.
From 2005 to 2015, he was a lecturer at the Randall Division of King’s College London. Since 2016, he joined the Hong Kong
Polytechnic University as a research staff. 

YWC aspires to advance the molecular understanding of pathogens and diseases, in particular, polyglutamine expansion
diseases. He is generally interested in the structural biology of proteins that have implications in human diseases: including
bacterial and viral virulent factors, proteins implicated in cell cycle control, cytoskeletal components, etc.

Co-founder and Chief Technology Officer
neoX

Fan Liu

Dr. Fan Liu, co-founder and CTO, is an expert in new drug discovery and development and holds a PhD degree in
computational chemistry from the California Institute of Technology. His research was focused on understanding the
structure of proteins from the structures to dynamics. He was a scientist at the Institute for Systems Biology and served as a
principal investigator at BeiGene. Dr. Liu led and participated in a number of translational research projects of novel drugs.





Danny Chan 陳達明
Honorary Clinical Associate Professor, Department of Surgery 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Dr Danny Chan is currently a Consultant in the Division of Neurosurgery in the Prince of Wales Hospital, and Associate Director
of the CUHK Otto Wong Brain Tumour Centre. Dr Chan graduated from the Chinese University of Hong Kong with MBChB in
1995, entered specialty training and subsequently obtained his FRCSEdin(SN).

Dr Chan’s research interests are in functional neurosurgery, deep brain stimulation and cortical mapping, with 78 relevant
publications. Dr Chan is renowned for his research in the world’s first intraoperative MRI-guided robot for bilateral stereotactic
neurosurgery. This project explored the use of an MR-compatible teleoperation system in neurosurgery, which would
represent a major step towards safer, more accurate and effective brain surgery. His research paper was conferred the Best
Conference Paper Award in the IEEE International Conference on Robotics and Automation 2018.

Associate Professor
The Chinese university of Hong Kong

Hongliang Ren

Professor Hongliang Ren received his Ph.D. in Electronic Engineering (Specialized in Biomedical Engineering) from The Chinese
University of Hong Kong (CUHK) in 2008. He has been navigating his academic journey through Chinese University of Hong
Kong, UC Berkeley, Johns Hopkins University, Children’s Hospital Boston, Harvard Medical School, Children’s National Medical
Center, United States, and National University of Singapore. He has served as an Associate Editor for IEEE Transactions on
Automation Science & Engineering (T-ASE) and Medical & Biological Engineering & Computing (MBEC). He has served as an
active organizer and contributor on the committees of numerous robotics conferences, including a variety of roles in the
flagship IEEE Conf. on Robotics and Automation (ICRA), IEEE Conf. on Intelligent Robots and Systems (IROS), as well as other
domain conferences such as MICCAI/ROBIO/BIOROB/ICIA/CVPR. He served as publicity chair for ICRA 2017, concurrently as
Organizing Chair for ICRA 2017 workshop on Surgical Robots, and video chair for ICRA 2021. He has delivered numerous invited
keynotes/talks at flagship conferences/workshops at ICRA/IROS/ROBIO/MICCAI/CVPR/ICIA. He is the recipient of IFMBE/IAMBE
Early Career Award 2018, Interstellar Early Career Investigator Award 2018, Health Longevity Catalyst Award (2022 by NAM &
RGC), NUS Engineering Young Researcher Award (2019), Interstellar Early Career Investigator Award (2018), ICBHI (Biomedical
and Health Informatics) Young Investigator Award (2019), NUS Young Investigator Award (2013), EMedic Global Gold Medal
(2017) and Silver Medal (2021), Best Paper Awards in IEEE-ROBIO (2019 & 2013), IEEE-RCAR2016, IEEE-CCECE2015, IEEE-
Cyber2014 among 30+ others awards.

He frequently served as an expert reviewer/judge for international funding agencies (60+ proposal reviews) of 10+
countries/regions (including Switzerland, Belgium, UK, Kazakhstan, Poland, Hong Kong, Macau, Chilean, China, Singapore etc.)
and manuscript peer-reviews 317+ times for journals, including Science Robotics, Nature Biomedical Engineering, Nature
Communications among many other top-tier journals (Please refer to the Web of Science Reviewer Recognition for the service
records).

https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/rid/N-9194-2017
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Associate Professor
Department of Pharmacology and Pharmacy 
The Musketeers Foundation Institute of Data Science
The University of Hong Kong

Qingpeng Zhang 张清鹏

Dr. Zhang Qingpeng is an Associate Professor at the Department of Pharmacology and Pharmacy and the Musketeers
Foundation Institute of Data Science, The University of Hong Kong. Dr. Zhang has been dedicated to interdisciplinary research in
artificial intelligence and medicine. His research results have been published in top journals such as Nature Human Behaviour,
Nature Communications, PNAS, JAMIA, MIS Quarterly, and have been widely reported by media including The Washington Post,
The New York Times, The Guardian, Radio-Canada, Ming Pao. He received The President’s Award and Outstanding Research
Award from CityU, and the Andrew P. Sage Best Transaction Award from IEEE. His collaborative research with the Chinese
Academy of Sciences has been recognized as the Outstanding Group in the National Science and Technology System against the
COVID-19 Epidemic.

Henry Chu 朱嘉⾏
Associate Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Dr Henry Chu received his Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering (Mechatronics option) from the University of Waterloo,
Canada, in 2005, and his MASc and PhD degrees in Mechanical and Industrial Engineering from the University of Toronto,
Canada, in 2007 and 2011, respectively. He was the recipient of the top-ranked Canada Graduate Scholarship (CGS) (2009-2011)
and the pre-approved candidate of the Industrial R&D Fellowships (IRDF) program (2012) from the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC). Prior to joining the Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU), he was a
Postdoctoral Fellow at the City University of Hong Kong through the International Transition Team Scheme (Office of the
Provost).

At PolyU, he has secured various multi-disciplinary funds including Early Career Scheme (ECS), General Research Fund (GRF),
Environment and Conservation Funds (ECF), Large Equipment Fund for Teaching and collaborative projects from the industries
to support his research and teaching. He has supervised/co-supervised students to participate in various
competitions/schemes, and received many awards, including Feature Article, Best Conference Paper Finalist, ASM Technology
Award, and Jetson Project of the Month.
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Edmond Lau
Director
Hong Kong Business Angel Network

Edmond Lau has 20 years of profound experience in investment, financing and business development. He was the Head of
Investment and CFO of Babel Capital focusing on fintech and digital assets investments. He was also the Managing Director
of Lingfeng Capital and Head of Innovative Incubation Centre/ Head of Merger & Integration in SFExpress responsible for
fintech and logistic tech. Prior to that, he served as the Head of Investment in FIH Mobile and the Investment Director in
CLSA Capital Partners focusing on artificial intelligence, mobile Internet, and water technologies. Edmond was previously a
Vice President in Citigroup and a senior consultant in Accenture providing financing solutions and strategic advices to
telecom, media and technology corporations. Edmond holds an MBA (distinction, Dean’s list) from London Business School,
a Bachelor of Information Engineering (first class) from Chinese University of Hong Kong, and a Bachelor of Laws from
China University of Political Science and Law. Edmond is devoted to technology development and is often invited to be a
guest speaker/ panelist at prominent tech functions, such as Hong Kong Fintech Week, Tencent Greater Bay Area Fintech
Forum, CFA China Investment Summit, Fintech Forum at The Macao Institute of Financial Services, Singapore Fintech
Festival, and Cyberport VC Forum. He is the founding board member of CFA Shenzhen Association, Co-President of Hong
Kong Internet Finance Association, board member of Hong Kong Business Angel Network, and a former board member of
Hong Kong Society of Financial Analysts. Edmond is a member of Entrepreneurship Committee Advisory Group of Hong
Kong Cyberport, ESS Assessment Panel of Innovation and Technology Commission, and teaches tech and investment
courses in Universities. Edmond is also a CFA, a FRM, and a Chevening scholar.

CEO
The Matrix Cube

Matey Yordanov

Matey Yordanov has established and developing multiple businesses in Hong Kong for the past 4 years.His company in the
biomedical field, Vim Vitae Limited, develops bioavailability and permeability enhanced endogenous compounds to provide
an effective treatment for a range of health conditions. By targeting the most fundamental level of energy production in the
human body, the mitochondria, the developed therapeutics are able to protect these cell organelles from stressors and
toxins, to enhance energy generation and increase the rate of mitochondrial biogenesis, achieving elevated levels of cellular
energy in the body. Furthermore, these therapeutics enable the human organism to autonomously optimize vital
biochemical processes in the brain which further augments their efficiency. Extensive human studies are being undertaken
and promising preliminary data has been demonstrated. 



Associate Professor
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

Jiguang Wang

Prof. Wang received his Ph.D. in Applied Mathematics from Academy of Mathematics and Systems Science, Chinese
Academy of Sciences (CAS), and won the Special Prize of President Scholarship and Excellent PhD thesis Award of CAS.
Between 2011 and 2015, he was a Postdoctoral Research Scientist at Columbia University. From 2015, he was named as
the Precision Medicine Fellow and promoted to an Associate Research Scientist. He established the Wang Genomics
Laboratory @HKUST in 2016, focusing on the application of data science in biology and medicine. He has made
substantial contributions to (1) characterization, modelling, and prediction of cancer evolution from genomics (Nat Genet
2016; Nat Genet 2017; Nat Commun 2021); (2) discovery, elucidation, and clinical application of MGMT fusion (Nat Genet
2016; Nat Commun 2020) and METex14 in adult gliomas (Nat Genet 2018; Cell 2018); (3) Discovery of MAP3K3-I441M in
CCM (AJHG 2021) and elucidation of EndMT in bAVM (Circ Res 2021); (4) reconstruction of RNA Exosome-regulated non-
coding transcriptomes (Nature 2014; Cell 2015). He won the Excellent Young Scientist Award of NSFC (2019), School of
Engineering Young Investigator Research Award (2019), School of Science Research Award (2021), and the Zhong
Nanshan Youth Science and Technology Innovation Award (2021).

Zhaoshi Bao
Postdoctoral Researcher
Jiguang Wang’s Lab

ZhaoShi Bao is a Postdoctoral Researcher at Jiguang Wang’s Lab. He obtained his Bachelor and Master degrees in Clinical
Medicine at the Capital Medical University in 2011. After three-year research at Beijing Tiantan Hospital, Capital Medical
University, he earned his M.D. and Ph.D. degrees in Neurosurgery in 2014. He then joined in the Department of
Neurosurgery at Beijing Tiantan Hospital in Aug 2014, where he was named as an attending doctor in Dec 2017. Now his
major research interest is personalized medicine for patients with glioma.
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Mimmi Mononen
Associate Editor
Nature Journal

Mimmi joined Nature Communications in September 2022. She received her PhD from Karolinska Institutet, where she
studied early human heart development using single-cell RNA sequencing. She continued using single-cell technologies
during her postdoc at Shanghai Jiao Tong University, where she worked on cancer stem cells. Mimmi handles manuscripts
relating to single-cell biology. She is based in the Shanghai office.

.

Hai Rao
Head, Department of Biochemistry
Southern University of Science and Technology

Dr. Rao earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry from Wuhan University between 1985 and 1989. They then pursued
a Master of Science degree in Chemistry at Boston University from 1989 to 1991. Following this, they obtained a Ph.D. from the
State University of New York at Stony Brook & Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, completing their doctoral studies between 1991
and 1996.

Dr. Rao served as a Postdoctoral Fellow at the California Institute of Technology from 1997 to 2002, under the mentorship of
Alex Varshavsky. From 2002 to 2008, they worked as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Molecular Medicine/Institute
of Biotechnology at the University of Texas Health, San Antonio. They were then promoted to the position of Associate
Professor with tenure, holding this role from 2008 to 2019. From 2019 to October 9, 2020, they served as a Professor with
tenure in the Department of Molecular Medicine at the same institution. Since October 12, 2020, they have held the position of
Professor with tenure in the Department of Biochemistry at the School of Medicine, the Southern University of Science and
Technology.

Dr. Rao's notable accolades include receiving the American Association for Cancer Research Minority-Serving Institution
Faculty Scholar Award in Cancer Research in 2006. They were also granted a Postdoctoral Scholarship by the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society of America from 1998 to 2001. In 1996, they were honored with the Graduate Research Award from the
State University of New York at Stony Brook.



.

Professor
Sun-Yat-Sen University School of Medicine, China

Wenjing Zhao

Guanyu Wang
Associate Professor, School of Medicine 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong (Shenzhen)

Prof. Guanyu Wang is an associate professor of MED|LHS of the Chinese University of Hong Kong (Shenzhen), a committee
member of “The Molecular Systems Biology Specialized Committee” of the Chinese Society of Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology, a council member of “The Computational Systems Biology Branch” of Chinese Operations Research Society, and is
awarded the title of “Shenzhen Oversea Talents.” He was a postdoc and then a research assistant professor of the University
of Texas Health Science Center at Houston, a research assistant professor at George Washington University Physics
Department, and an associate professor of Southern University of Science and Technology. Prof. Wang published as first or
corresponding author more than 50 high-quality papers in journals such as iScience(2), Proc Nat Acad Sci USA, Phys Rev
Letts，J Roy Soc Interface (2), IEEE Transactions (2), Trends Immunol, Sci Bull, Theranostics, in total more than 60 papers. He
also published a monograph “Analysis of Complex Diseases: A Mathematical Perspective (CRC Press).” 

Interdisciplinary research is the defining feature of Guanyu Wang's group, which is targeting fundamental problems in
biology and medicine. Professor Wang engages in a research system that centers on biological experiments, with scientific
computation, mathematical analysis, and physical thinking as characteristic ingredients.
 

Dr. Zhao obtained Ph.D. degree from University of Rhode Island, where she focused her studies on the discovery of novel
probiotics and the characterization of its mechanisms. After that Dr. Zhao pursued post-doctoral training at the Department
of Microbiology and Immunology, Harvard Medical School, by studying the interplays among harmful microbes, commensal
microbes, and their host immunity. In 2018, Dr. Zhao joins Sun Yat-sen University and the research of her group is focused
on the roles and mechanisms of microbiome in human disease and the development of microbiome-editing technologies.
Zhao group’s recent research has been published in Nature, Science, PNAS, Protein & Cell, ebiomedicine, and Synthetic and
Systems Biotechnology.
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